
Arnaldo Abruzzini – Secretary General, Eurochambres 
Arnaldo Abruzzini is Secretary General of EUROCHAMBRES, the Association of European Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry since 1999. He is a senior lobbyist in Brussels and represents the voice of over 20 million companies 
through members in 43 countries and a network of 1.700 regional and local Chambers. He is also an active 
entrepreneur, having founded several companies. He still owns shares in Telecommunication (Interactive Media), 
Energy (InRes) and Business Consulting (Consir) firms. Mr. Abruzzini has worked as Managing Director of several 
companies active in the Telecommunication (EPTA), marketing and communication (MediaCamere) and business 
advices (CoFiCom) in Italy and U.S. He has also served in the financial sector, actively working in Investment 
Banking (MedioBanca) and Insurance companies (Bavaria). He has started his carrier as auditor in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, in 1979 (Arthur Andersen). Born in Rome (Italy) on 5 August 1957, he is a graduate in Economy with 
major in Finance from the University of Rome. He’s fluent in English, French and Spanish other than his mother 
tongue. 
 
Baybars Altuntaş – President, Business Angels Association of Turkey 
Baybars Altuntaş is a serial entrepreneur, angel investor and leader of many global social responsibility projects. He 
was recognized by The European Trade Association of Business Angels as 2013’s Best Individual in Europe Globally 
Engaging with Entrepreneurial Ecosystem. He is also known as the father of franchising in Turkey. He is the founder 
of the Turkish Franchising Association, which represents Turkey at the World Franchise Council. As an angel 
investor he has invested in numerous start-up companies. He is the president of the Business Angels Association of 
Turkey (TBAA), and Vice President of the European Trade Association for Business Angels, Seed Funds, and other 
Early Stage Market Players (EBAN), which represents 75 thousand business angels in Europe. He also leads the 
biggest business angel network in Turkey: Links Angel BAN.  He is profiled regularly by leading international media 
such as CNN International, Bloomberg, and NTV. He is a co-author of Planet Entrepreneur: The World 
Entrepreneurship Forum’s Guide to Business Success Around the World.  
 
Edward Bannerman – Advisor to European Commission Vice-President Jyrki Katainen 
Since September 2014, Edward Bannerman is an advisor in the Cabinet of European Commission Vice-President 
Jyrki Katainen. From January 2010 – August 2014, he was an Economic Advisor to HRVP Ashton. From September 
2009 – December 2009, Mr. Bannerman was a Member of the Cabinet of Trade Commissioner Baroness Ashton. 
From June 2006 – August 2009, he was the Economic and Financial Counsellor at the UK Embassy in Paris. Mr. 
Bannerman has a BSc. (ECON), International Relations, and a MSc. (ECON), Politics of the World Economy, from the 
London School of Economics.  
 
Mr. Ferdinando Falco Beccalli – Senior Operating Executive, Rhône Capital 
Ferdinando “Nani” Falco Beccalli joined Rhône Capital in 2015 as a Senior Operating Executive. He is also Chairman 
of ASK Chemicals GmbH and of Ranpak Corp. Prior to his current roles, he spent 40 years at GE. Having started his 
career in the United States in 1975, he served in leadership positions in the U.S., the Netherlands, Japan, Belgium 
and Germany, and left the company in 2014 as Senior Vice President and member of the Corporate Executive 
Council responsible for GE Europe.  Mr. Falco Beccalli serves as a Member of the Board of Directors of the Foreign 
Policy Association in New York and of the Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS) in Brussels. He also acts as 
Senior Advisor to A.T. Kearney Italia and to the Steering Committee of the LUISS School of Governmental Studies, 
and participates in the International Business Advisory Council of the cities of Jerusalem, Rome and Rotterdam. 
Previously, he served on the Science and Technology Advisory Council to European Commission President José 
Manuel Barroso; as President of the Board of GE Avio S.r.l; as Member of the Board of the GE Foundation, the 
Junior Achievement Young Enterprise and the Emmanuel Center Stiftung, Germany; and as Member of the 
Trilateral Commission. He was an International Advisor to Bocconi University in Milan; to Prime Minister Raffarin of 
France and to the Polish Minister of Finance in 1995. In 2007, President Napolitano appointed him Cavaliere del 
Lavoro (Knight of Merit for Labour). In 2009, President Sarkozy has granted him the Legion of Honor. A native of 
Italy, Mr. Falco Beccalli earned a master’s degree in chemical engineering from the Polytechnic of Torino in Italy.  
 
  



Recep Bildik – Director, Borsa Istanbul Private Market  
Dr. Bildik has over 15 years of experience in financial markets. Dr. Bildik played a pivotal role in establishing the 
first computerized trading system, making regulations on equity market microstructure, managing market 
operations, designing and launching new markets, and developing new products in Borsa İstanbul. From 2010-11, 
he served on the Board of Directors of Takasbank Inc. as a member of Statutory Auditors’ Board. Dr. Bildik holds a 
PhD and a MSc in Finance from Istanbul University, School of Business and an MPA from Harvard University. 
 
Daniel Calleja Crespo – Director-General, DG Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship & SMEs, European 
Commission 
Since February 2012, Mr. Daniel Calleja is Director General of DG Growth: Internal Market, Industry, 
Entrepreneurship and SMEs, and serves as the Special Envoy for SMEs. Mr. Calleja was Deputy Director General of 
DG Enterprise and Industry, from February 2011 to January 2012, in charge of internal markets for goods, 
competitiveness and innovation, SMEs and entrepreneurship, international negotiations and tourism. Mr Calleja 
was Director for Air Transport at the European Commission from November 2004 to February 2011, in charge of 
the single European aviation market and its external dimension. He has successfully negotiated, on behalf of the 
E.U., the EU-US Open Skies Agreement. He was the Chairman of the Air Safety and the Single Sky Committees and 
Chairman of the Board of the SESAR Joint Undertaking. Between 1999 and 2004, he was Head of Cabinet of the 
Vice-President of the European Commission responsible for Transport, Energy and relations with the European 
Parliament. During this period, he participated actively in the elaboration of the EU transport policy, notably in the 
launching of the Transport White Book, the Single European Sky, the creation of the European Air Safety Agency 
(EASA) and the Galileo program.  Mr. Calleja is the author of several publications. He has lectured in European Law 
in several universities and institutes of various Member States.  Mr Calleja has a degree in Law and in Business 
Administration from the University of Comillas, Madrid.  
 
Simon Clark – Fidelity Growth Partners Europe (retired) 
Simon Clark recently retired after fifteen years of venture capital investing at Fidelity, most recently as Managing 
Partner of Fidelity Growth Partners Europe.  He invested in over a dozen European technology companies and led a 
team that backed many more.  Before joining Fidelity, Simon was the CFO and General Manager, International for 
TheStreet.com, an online news startup in New York City.  He worked at Reuters in Europe and America in a number 
of technology positions and set up their internet presence.  He trained as a Chartered Accountant with Price 
Waterhouse in London and was educated at Westminster School and Oxford.  He is a trustee of British Future, the 
think-tank that works on issues of immigration and identity. 
 
George Coelho – Managing Director, Good Energies  
George Coelho is based in London and is active in Venture Capital activities covering semiconductors, software and 
ecommerce. Formerly he was with Balderton Capital (formerly known as Benchmark Capital, Europe) which he co-
founded in 2000. Before founding Benchmark Capital, Europe, he led all of Intel Corporation’s strategic Venture 
Capital investment activities outside the U.S. Prior to that he was a founder of the group that evolved to become 
Intel Capital and ran the M&A group as Assistant Treasurer. Coelho holds a B.S. from The American University and 
an MBA from The George Washington University. Today he is a Trustee of The George Washington University, 
Chairs the Sustainability Committee of the Board and is an advisor to the School of Business. In addition he is co-
President and Member of the Board of Directors of the UK chapter of TiE (The Indus Entrepreneurs). He serves as a 
Board director of a number of private companies including AlertMe.com and Enecsys Ltd. 
 
  



Brian Cohen – Chairman, New York Angels 
Brian Cohen created iFluence PR a strategic behavioral-based communications consultancy for the new earned 
influence/social media community. He developed Good Cause Communications, the first full-service not-for-profit 
PR firm designed to meet the needs of struggling non-profits. He founded GlobalComm/TSI (Technology Solutions, 
Inc.) in 1983. TSI was the first science and technology strategic marketing and public relations agency in New York 
and one of the first such specialists in the United States. In 1996, TSI was recognized as the #1 fastest growing 
public relations agency in the United States. Nearing 200 employees with five offices, he sold the company to The 
McCann Erickson World Group, part of the Interpublic Group of Companies in 1997. Under Brian’s leadership TSI 
received the Gold CIPRA award (#1 Public Relations program) in 1998 for the IBM Deep Blue/Gary Kasparov Chess 
Match concept development and public relations program. Brian created and instituted the RPM (Rapid Publicity 
Marketing) model of strategic communications. This tightly integrated approach to publicity gave clients a quick 
market edge and was designed to discover and leverage a company’s key strengths as well as mitigate their 
destructive weaknesses. Brian received two Honor B.S. degrees from Syracuse University in Biology and Speech 
Communications. He also received a Master’s Degree in Science Communications from Boston University’s School 
of Public Communications in 1978 and currently serves on the Dean’s Advisory Board of Directors. 
 
Philippe De Backer – Member of European Parliament 
Philippe De Backer (36) holds a PhD in biotechnology from Ghent University and an MBA from Solvay Business 
School. Before joining the European Parliament, Philippe worked as Technology Transfer Officer at CRP-Santé and 
as analyst at Vesalius Biocapital, a Luxembourg based venture capital firm specialised in the life-sciences. He has an 
expertise in the valorisation of IP developed by public research institutes and setting-up early ventures in the life-
sciences. Philippe is currently a Member of the European Parliament where he is a full member of the Industry, 
Technology, Research and Energy Committee. He is a substitute Member of the Economy and Monetary Affairs 
Committee. As a liberal, Philippe truly believes that it is his duty to take up responsibility in the community and 
actively work for the society and the people that live in it. He believes strongly in individual liberty, self-
development, free markets and equal starting chances for everybody.  
  
Francesco di Valmarana – Partner, Pantheon  
Francesco di Valmarana focuses on the evaluation, selection and monitoring of European investment opportunities 
and is a member of the European Investment Committee. Francesco was previously with Unigestion, where he 
managed the firm’s global secondaries programme.  Prior to Unigestion he was a partner and co-founder of the 
European venture capital firm DN Capital, having spent three years prior to that as part of the European 
investment team at Advent International.  He has a BA in East Asian Studies from Princeton University, and 
received an MBA from Insead. 
 
Dr. Joanna Drake – Director for Entrepreneurship & SMEs, DG Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship & 
SMEs, European Commission  
Joanna Drake has occupied her current position since 16th of January 2010. Previously, from October 2005, she 
was Head of the European Commission Representation in Malta. During the preceding five years Joanna had been 
Company Secretary and Head of the Legal & Regulatory Department of Vodafone Malta Limited.  Before venturing 
into the telecommunications sector, Joanna’s professional career centered entirely around European Union 
matters, with an accent on law, which she taught and researched full-time for five years at the University of Malta. 
After obtaining her post-graduate qualifications in law from the College of Europe in Bruges, where she specialised 
in EU competition and internal market law, Joanna spent five years as Senior Legal Officer at the EU Directorate of 
the Foreign Office in Malta and a further year as Legal Research Officer at the Maltese Embassy in Brussels. As a 
core group member of MEUSAC (Malta-EU Steering and Action Committee) she was closely involved in the pre-
accession negotiations between Malta and the European Union.  
 
  



Dr. Jean-Noel Durvy – Senior Counselor for Special Projects, The European Trade Association for Business Angels, 
Seed Funds, and Early Stage Market Players (EBAN)  
Dr. Jean-Noel Durvy has had a long and illustrious career in financing innovation, first for 30 years at the European 
Commission where his last post from 2007 – 2010 was Director of the Innovation Policy Directorate of DG 
Entreprise and Industry, covering four units and employing 100 people. He then joined the Fondation Sophia 
Antipolis, Europe’s first and largest Science and Technology for the last three years as Director General. Prior to his 
last position at the European Commission he headed the unit of “Evaluation and exploitation of research results” 
and worked as head of the unit of “Strategic aspects of innovation and exploitation of research results – 
Intellectual Property Rights.” Dr. Durvy then joined DG Entreprise as head of the “Innovation Policy” unit (1999-
2004) and headed the “Financing SMEs Entrepreneurs and Innovators” unit until October 2007 prior to assuming 
his last post until 2010. His work focused on the design and implementation of the European strategy of innovation 
as well as a substantial part of the Competitiveness and Innovation framework programme.  
 
Stephen Fidler – Brussels Editor, The Wall Street Journal  
Stephen Fidler has been Brussels Editor of The Wall Street Journal and Dow Jones Newswires since October 2009. 
He runs a bureau of 10 journalists and leads coverage from Brussels of the European Union and the euro zone as 
well as the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. He writes a regular column and was part of a team of Journal 
reporters named as a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in 2011 for their reporting on the euro-zone debt crisis. Before 
joining the Journal in London in March 2009, he spent 22 years with the Financial Times in senior roles, including 
international capital markets editor, Latin America Editor, defence and security editor, and U.S. diplomatic editor. 
In the latter role, he was based in Washington DC. He spent almost a decade as a correspondent for Reuters in 
London, New York and the Middle East. His first job in journalism was with a group of English newspapers in his 
native Lincolnshire. He holds a degree in economics from London University, and was formerly a senior consulting 
fellow for the International Institute for Strategic Studies. 
 
Oliver Gajda – Chairman, European Crowdfunding Network AISBL  
Oliver Gajda co-founded ECN in 2012 and went on to ensure its establishment as an international NGO in 2013. 
Since then, he has been driving ECNs professional activities with a view to establish an independent industry 
representation for the emerging crowd funding sector. The past decade, Oliver has worked with venture capital, 
microfinance, technology and social entrepreneurship in both commercial and non-profit settings in Europe and 
the United States.  Oliver is an Advisory Board Member at Förderkreis Gründungs-Forschung e.V. (FGF) and is a 
member of the European Crowd funding Stakeholder Forum at the European Commission. A former journalist, he 
started his career in the early 1990s in the publishing and business information industries. Oliver holds Masters 
Degrees from Solvay Business School and from the University of Hamburg and studied at SEESS (UCL) in London. 
 
Anthony Luzzatto Gardner – U.S. Ambassador to the European Union 
Prior to assuming his current position, Ambassador Gardner was Managing Director for six years at Palamon 
Capital Partners, a private equity firm based in London that focuses on providing growth capital to fast growing 
businesses in a wide variety of service sectors throughout Western Europe. In that capacity he managed financing, 
legal and tax structuring issues related to the firm’s acquisitions and divestitures. Previously, Ambassador Gardner 
served as an Executive Director in the leveraged finance departments of Bank of America and GE Capital and as a 
Director in the international acquisitions group of GE International, all based in London. Ambassador Gardner has 
dedicated more than twenty years of his career to U.S.-European affairs, as a government official, lawyer and 
investor.  He served as Director for European Affairs on the National Security Council in 1994-95.  
 
  



Anne Glover – Chief Executive and Co-founder, Amadeus Capital Partners 
Anne Glover is Chief Executive and Co-founder of Amadeus Capital Partners, the international technology investor, 
which has raised £600m for investment in high growth technology companies since 1998. There she brings 
together the many threads of her experience — as a scientist, operating manager, and venture capitalist. Anne is 
currently Chairman of the European Private Equity and Venture Capital Association (EVCA) and was Chairman of 
the British Venture Capital Association (BVCA) from 2004 to 2005. Early in her career, she worked in the US, in 
manufacturing before moving into strategy consulting. In 1989, she joined Apax Partners (& Co) in the UK to invest 
in early stage companies, before becoming a business angel and then Chief Operating Officer of Virtuality 
Group.  She is a member of the UK Government’s Council for Science and Technology, a member of the London 
Business School’s Private Equity Institute Advisory Board and serves on the boards of Glysure, Covestor Inc, Nomad 
plc. Anne holds an MA in Metallurgy & Materials Science from Clare College, Cambridge, and a Masters in Public 
and Private Management from Yale School of Management. In June 2006 she was awarded a CBE for services to 
business, and in July 2008 was elected an honorary fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering. 
  

Dörte Höppner – Chief Executive, European Private Equity & Venture Capital Association (EVCA) 
Dörte Höppner represents the industry at the very highest levels of business and government and is a regular 
commentator in the international media on all aspects of the private equity industry. In July 2012, Financial News 
named her the most influential person in European Private Equity and as one of the 100 most influential figures in 
European Financial Markets. In 2011 and again in 2012 and 2013, she was listed as one of the 100 most influential 
women in finance in Europe. Dörte joined the EVCA in 2011 after spending four years as the Managing Director at 
the BVK, the German Private Equity Association where she played a leading role in the industry’s response to the 
Alternative Investment Fund Manager’s Directive. Before joining the BVK Dörte held the role of Communications 
Director at the German Institute for Economic Research (“DIW”), Germany’s leading think tank. Prior to DIW she 
worked as a journalist for ZDF, the German television channel.   
 

Tom Hulme – General Partner, Google Ventures  

Tom Hulme is a General Partner at Google Ventures. Previously, Tom was a design director at IDEO Europe, where 
he founded OpenIDEO, an open innovation platform that has over 60,000 users from more than 170 countries. 
Tom also launched OIEngine, an online platform for IDEO clients, including Harvard Business School and the Knight 
Foundation. Before IDEO, Tom was managing director of Marcos, a British sports car manufacturer. As a serial 
entrepreneur, Tom also founded Magnom, a magnetic filter startup. Tom’s filter designs have been widely used in 
Formula One, Superbikes, JCB loaders, and central heating systems. Tom has been recognized as a Young Global 
Leader by the World Economic Forum, and has been featured in WIRED UK’s Top 100 Digital Power Brokers list 
every year since the list has been published. He has also been included in the Evening Standard list of London’s 
1000 Most Influential People. Tom earned a first class bachelor’s degree in physics from the University of Bristol, 
and an MBA from Harvard Business School, where he received the Baker Scholar Award of high distinction. Tom 
has also received an honorary doctorate from University Arts London. 
 
  



Candace Johnson – President, The European Trade Association for Business Angels, Seed Funds, and Early Stage 
Market Players (EBAN)  
Candace Johnson is co-initiator of SES/ASTRA and the architect of SES Global, the world’s pre-eminent satellite 
group. She is also founding President of Europe Online Investments S.A., the world’s first internet-based online 
service and satellite broadband network, and founder of Loral Cyberstar-Teleport Europe, Europe’s first 
independent private trans-border satellite communications network. Ms. Johnson is also the founding President of 
the VATM, the Association of Private Telecom Operators in Germany and founding President of the Global Telecom 
Women’s Network (GTWN) as well as the Global Board Ready Women (GBRW). Candace is President of Johnson 
Paradigm Ventures (JPV) which is a principal founding shareholder with AXA, Caisse des Depots, Bayerische 
Landesbank, and the SPEF of Sophia Euro Lab, Europe’s first trans-border early-stage investment company based in 
Sophia Antipolis. JPV is also a principal founding shareholder in London-based Ariadne Capital, “Architecting 
Europe.net,” one of the earliest supporters and promoters of Skype, the global VoIP phenomenon.  
 
Candace is also a member of the Advisory Board of numerous European and U.S. ventures, as well as being a 
Member of the Board of Governors of EDHEC (France), the University of Haifa in Israel, Sabanci University in 
Istanbul Turkey, Hong Kong Polytechnic University and a Senior Enterprise Fellow for the University of Essex as well 
as being on the International Advisory Board of the King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology in Saudi Arabia. 
She has been a featured speaker in the OECD International Entrepreneurship Forums in Shanghai, Riga, and Cape 
Town. She holds Masters Degrees with Honors from the Sorbonne and Stanford Universities, a Bachelor’s Degree 
from Vassar College and her high-school degree from Punahou.  She received the Commander of Merit from 
European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker while he was Prime Minister of Luxembourg for having 
created SES to be the world’s largest satellite system.  She is also an Officer of the Order of Merit of Germany and 
an Officer of the Luxembourg Oak Leaf Crown.  She has received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the World 
Communication Awards and The International Alliance of Women. 
 
Leslie Jump – Founder and CEO, Startup Angels  
Leslie Jump has 25 years’ experience building, advising, and investing in new companies in the United States and 
internationally. Her current focus is Startup Angels, a platform to inspire and enable new angel investors across the 
United States and around the world. Previously Leslie was a partner in Sawari Ventures, a Cairo-based venture 
capital firm. She continues to serve as an advisor to Flat6Labs, Sawari Ventures’ accelerator for seed-stage 
investments.  She is a board member of Startup Weekend, and serves on the boards of several startups and 
nonprofits. Previously, Leslie was a principal at Jump Walker International Group and vice president at Network for 
Good. Ms. Jump holds a B.A. from St John’s College, Annapolis. She currently lives in Washington, D.C. 
 
Peter Jungen – Chairman, Peter Jungen Holding GmbH 
Peter Jungen, Chairman of Peter Jungen Holding GmbH, is co-founder resp. investor in numerous start-ups in 
Europe and in the US like Idealo GmbH, the leading German comparison shopping platform. He is Founding 
President of Business Angels Netzwerk Deutschland (BAND) resp. Co-Founder and President (2001-2004) of the 
European Business Angels Network (EBAN), a founding Board Member of the China Business Angels Network 
(CBAN), Beijing and a member of the New York Angels. He is a member of the Advisory Council, Deutsche Bank AG, 
and Board member of the New York Philharmonic. He is Honorary Chairman, “Center on Capitalism and Society”, 
Columbia University and Advisory Board Member of the Columbia Center for Global Economic Governance, 
Columbia University. He is a Member of the Board of the Friedrich von Hayek Institute, Vienna, a member of the 
International Josef Schumpeter Society and of the Mont Pelerin Society. He is Governing Board Member of the 
“Institute for New Economic Thinking” (INET). He is a former member of the Presidency of the Federation of 
German Industries (BDI).  The leading German business magazine „Wirtschaftswoche” named Peter Jungen one of 
the 100 most important personalities who shape the future of the „New Economy”. In August 1999 Peter Jungen 
was awarded the Commander’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany (Großes 
Bundesverdienstkreuz) by the President of the Federal Republic of Germany. 

 
  



Jyrki Katainen – Vice-President and Commissioner for Jobs, Growth, Investment and Competitiveness, European 
Commission  
Jyrki Katainen is currently Vice President of the European Commission responsible for Jobs, Growth, Investment 
and Competitiveness. He joined the college in July 2014 as Vice-President for Economic and Monetary Affairs and 
the euro. Before that he served as Prime Minister of Finland, 2011 - 2014 and Minister of Finance, 2007 - 2011. He 
was Member of Finnish Parliament 1999 - 2014 for the National Coalition Party (Kokoomus). He was Member of 
the Finnish Delegation to the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 2003 - 2007, Member of the Administrative Council of 
the Finnish Broadcasting Company 2003 - 2005, Member of the Finish Delegation to the Western European Union 
Parliamentary Assembly 2004 - 2005 and the Deputy Member of the Finnish Delegation to the Nordic Council 2001 
-2003. Jyrki Katainen has MSc in Political Science from the University of Tampere, Finland (1998) and he did an 
Erasmus exchange year at the University of Leicester, UK. His hobbies are running, cycling and tennis. 
 
Ari Korhonen – CEO, Lagoon Capital  
Ari Korhonen is an angel investor and venture capitalist. He is the founder of Lagoon Capital Investment Company. 
Ari has been a successful technology entrepreneur for 20 years and a business angel for 10 years. He developed his 
company Komartek, which was acquired by WM-data (presently CGI) in 2004, into an international success 
story.  Over the last 10 years, Ari has made 81 rounds of angel investments in 26 companies, including MariaDB, 
DealDash, Verso Globe, Surveypal, Miradore, In4mo, Thirdpresence and 360 Cities, and he has had three successful 
exits from Severa (bought by Norwegian Visma at 6,8X return), Paytrail (bought by Danish Nets 6,2X) and The 
Switch (bought by Japanese Yaskawa). Ari is also an investor in venture capital funds, including Seedcamp, 500 
Startups, True Global Ventures and Spintop Ventures. In Spintop, Ari serves as senior advisor and investment 
committee member, and is a member of Seedcamp’s investment committee. Ari is also an investment council 
member in Finnish Industry Investments. He is a co-founder of FiBAN and was Vice Chairman of the Board from 
2010-2012. Ari has been an EBAN board member and Vice-President since 2012. He is also a member of EstBAN 
and NFBAN. Ari has been featured in several business magazines and blogs. He holds a Master of Science degree in 
engineering from Lappeenranta University of Technology. 
 
Neelie Kroes – Netherlands Special Envoy for Startups and Former Vice-President and European Commissioner 
for Digital Agenda 
Neelie Kroes served as Vice President of the European Commission and Commissioner for European Digital Agenda 
from 2009-2014, and as Commissioner for Competition from 2004-2009. She was born in 1941 in Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands, where she attended school and helped build her family’s transport business. She studied economics 
at Erasmus University, before working there for six years as an Assistant Professor. Her political career started on 
the Rotterdam Municipal Council, and in 1971 she was elected as a Member of the Dutch Parliament for the liberal 
VVD party. From 1982-1989 she served as Minister for Transport, Public Works and Telecommunication in the 
Netherlands. In 1991, Ms. Kroes was appointed President of Nyenrode University, a post she held until 2000.She 
has served on various company boards, including Lucent Technologies, Volvo, and P&O Nedlloyd, and she is active 
in charity work, including advising the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund and World Cancer Research Fund. Ms. 
Kroes has an ongoing interest in mental health issues. 
 
Vladimir Lasocki – Managing Director, The Carlyle Group  
Vladimir Lasocki is a Managing Director with The Carlyle Group in Europe advising on buyouts and expansion 
capital investment opportunities in healthcare, industrial, technology & business services and telecom & media. 
Mr. Lasocki is based in London. Since joining Carlyle in 2000, Mr. Lasocki has been actively involved with Carlyle’s 
investment in current portfolio companies Groupe Marle, Companeo, Expereo and The Sniffers. He has earlier 
been responsible for Carlyle’s successful investments in Egencia (acquired by Expedia), Orthogon Systems 
(acquired by Motorola), Cameca (acquired by Ametek), Transics (NYSE:TRAN) and Metrologic (acquired by Astorg 
Partners); and was a member of the transaction team that executed Carlyle’s investment in and a director of Wall 
Street Institute (acquired by Pearson). Prior to joining Carlyle, Mr. Lasocki was an Associate with Deutsche Bank’s 
principal investments group and with the corporate finance group of Paribas in London and Prague. Mr. Lasocki 
has a degree in business administration from EM Lyon and the Université Libre de Bruxelles (Solvay Business 
School) and an M.A. in European economic studies from the College of Europe in Bruges. 
 



Dr. Willie E. May – Acting Director, National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)  
Dr. Willie E. May is the Acting Director of the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST). He also serves 
as Acting Under Secretary of Commerce for Standards and Technology.  Dr. May previously served as Associate 
Director for Laboratory Programs, where he was responsible for oversight and direction of NIST’s seven laboratory 
programs and served as the principal deputy to the NIST Director.  Employing 3,000 scientists, engineers and other 
support staff in Maryland and Colorado, NIST promotes U.S. innovation and industrial competitiveness by 
advancing measurement science, standards, and technology.  NIST also hosts nearly 3,500 Associates from 
academia, industry, and other agencies and partners with more than 1,300 manufacturing specialists and staff at 
more than 400 Manufacturing Extension Program service locations around the country, helping to create and 
retain jobs for SMEs. 
 
Martin Merlin – Director, Financial Markets, DG Financial Stability, Financial Services and Capital Markets Union, 
European Commission  
In July 2014, Martin Merlin was appointed Director for Financial Markets within DG Internal Market and Services, 
with responsibility over securities markets, post-trading infrastructures, asset management and economic analysis 
of financial markets. In January 2015, following the appointment of the Juncker Commission, the Directorate 
General was restructured and renamed DG for Financial Stability, Financial Services and Capital Markets Union. Mr. 
Merlin started his career at the French Treasury, where he worked in the International Monetary and Financial 
affairs unit. In 1997 he joined the European Commission, initially working on insurance and pension funds issues, 
then progressing in 2000 to the position of Assistant to the Director General before joining the Cabinet of 
Commissioner Charlie McCreevy in 2004.  In 2008, he returned to DG Internal Market and Services as the Head of 
Unit responsible for Financial Services Policy and Relations with the Council. Mr. Merlin studied political science, 
economics and philosophy in Paris. He has lectured on financial services at the European College of Parma (Italy) 
and at the Institut d’Etudes Politiques (Paris). 
 
Catherine Mott – Founder and CEO, BlueTree Capital Group, BlueTree Allied Angels, and BlueTree Venture Fund 
Catherine Mott is the founder and CEO of BlueTree Capital Group and BlueTree Allied Angels. As of December 
2013, BlueTree Allied Angels has invested ~$27+ million in 43 start-up companies.  Ms. Mott is the past Chairman 
of the Angel Capital Education Foundation, an organization that researches angel capital, tracks angel capital, and 
provides education to bring professionalism and ethics to the industry. From 2010 – 2012 she served as Chairman 
of the Board of the Angel Capital Association. In September 2011, Ms Mott was one of 21 individuals selected for 
the SEC Advisory Committee on Small and Emerging Companies. Ms Mott, recently joined forces with David 
Motley, Roger Byford, and Jon Pastor to create the BlueTree Venture Fund I, focused on investing in Series B 
rounds of angel funded companies in the Mid-Atlantic and Mid-Western regions of the United States. In 2009, she 
served as a Corporate Ambassador for the U.S. Dept of State representing professional managers of Angel 
Networks in the US. In 2002, she was recognized as one of Pennsylvania’s 50 Best Women in Business. Prior to 
forming her own businesses, Catherine worked 17 years in corporate banking management where she served in 
senior management roles for investment sales/wealth management, commercial lending, business development, 
and retail expansion. Catherine holds an MBA in Finance, a BS in Education and a Master’s Degree in Education. 
 
Alberto Onetti – Chairman, Mind the Bridge Foundation and Startup Europe Partnership  
Alberto Onetti is a seasoned serial entrepreneur with core competences in corporate strategy and finance. Among 
the others, he founded, together with Fabrizio Capobianco, Funambol, Inc., a mobile personal cloud company 
based in Silicon Valley with R&D in Europe. Alberto is Professor of Business Administration and Entrepreneurship. 
His academic career is divided between Italy - where he teaches management and entrepreneurship at the 
University of Insubria in Varese – and the United States, where he regularly visits San Francisco State University. In 
2009, he was appointed Chairman of the California Mind the Bridge Foundation, whose mission is to inspire, 
educate and stimulate a new generation of young European entrepreneurs and create startups inspired by the 
methods and successes achieved in the Silicon Valley. Through the seed venture fund Mind the Seed, where he is a 
partner, Alberto invests in startups to create successful international ventures. In 2014, Alberto was selected by 
the European Commission to help drive the Startup Europe Partnership (SEP), the first integrated platform to 
support growth and sustainability of European companies. Alberto Onetti has authored and co-authored over 100 
publications, and he regularly tweets, blogs and writes for newspapers. 

http://www.mindthebridge.org/


Michael Pedroni – Treasury Attaché, U.S. Mission to the European Union 
Michael Pedroni serves in Brussels as the head of the U.S. Treasury’s office in Europe, where he represents U.S. 
economic policy positions to European officials and engages with public officials, financial and regulatory leaders, 
and private sector representatives. Mr. Pedroni is a career member of the U.S. government’s Senior Executive 
Service, and has 18 years of experience in finance, economics, policymaking and central banking. At Treasury, Mr. 
Pedroni has held positions as Director of the Markets Room and Director of the Office of the Western Hemisphere. 
Prior to Treasury, Mr. Pedroni worked as an Economist at the International Monetary Fund (IMF); as a bond 
market analyst at inter-broker/dealer ICAP; and in bank supervision, bond trading, and financial market analysis at 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York.  Mike is a graduate of Yale University and Columbia University, and was a 
Fulbright Scholar in Germany in the mid-1990s. His work in the government has been profiled in the Washington 
Post and on CNBC’s Squawk Box, and he has been invited to speak at universities and conferences across the 
United States and Europe.  He speaks German and Italian, and is proficient in French.  Mike lives in Brussels with 
his wife and two children. 
 
Maria T. Pinelli – Global Vice Chair, Strategic Growth Markets, Ernst & Young Global Limited 
Maria Pinelli is Global Vice Chair of Strategic Growth Markets for EY Global. She oversees EY’s business unit that is 
the world leader in advising, guiding and recognizing entrepreneurs and high-growth companies. She advises 
clients who are focused on accelerating growth and achieving market leadership. Having more than 25 years of 
experience providing professional services to both private and public companies, Maria has led more than 20 IPOs 
in three continents. Maria is truly passionate about supporting entrepreneurs and is heavily involved in creating a 
support network for such business enterprises and founded the Strategic Growth Forum, which convenes high-
growth companies to share insight and expertise of the market. She also supervises EY’s renowned Entrepreneur 
of the Year program worldwide and founded EY’s Entrepreneurial Winning Women program in 2008, designed to 
accelerate the growth of high-potential female entrepreneurs. Maria has briefed members of the G20 the World 
Economic Forum, the London Stock Exchange, the US Senate Banking Committee and the US Securities and 
Exchange Commission, as well as European Union and African governments, on the trends that are driving global 
activity in the IPO market, entrepreneurship and innovation, and economic growth. She has also testified before a 
subcommittee of the U.S. House Financial Services Committee about the key findings of EY’s annual Global IPO 
Trends Report. Maria has been quoted in publications such as The Wall Street Journal, BusinessWeek, Forbes, 
Financial Times, as well as news services such as Reuters and Dow Jones Newswires. She has appeared on CNBC, 
Bloomberg and other related television stations to discuss her viewpoint on the economic climate. 
 
Carlo Purassanta – CEO, Microsoft Italy  
Carlo Purassanta was appointed CEO of Microsoft Italy in January 2013. Previously he served as Enterprise Services 
Area Lead for Microsoft France.  Before joining Microsoft in 2011, Purassanta worked at IBM for over fourteen 
years, leading several segments in France and Europe. He served as Network Services Executive, Director of 
Infrastructure Services and Senior Business Development Executive for Strategic Outsourcing in Southwest Europe. 
He was also the official IBM’s spokesperson on cloud strategy.  He graduated at Politecnico di Milano University 
and has an MBA from the Henley Business School. 
 
Viviane Reding – Member of European Parliament and Former First Vice-President and European Commissioner 
for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship 
Viviane Reding is a key figure in Europe, completing three terms as a European Commissioner, 10 years in the 
Luxembourg Parliament, and 10 years in the European Parliament.  As European Commissioner for Education and 
Culture, she was instrumental in pushing through the Erasmus World Programme. In 2004, Ms. Reding became 
Commissioner for Information Society and Media, winning a major battle against telecom companies by capping 
mobile roaming charges by 70%. In 2010, she became first Vice-President of the European Commission responsible 
for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship. She put in place a truly EU justice policy, launching a series of 
ground-breaking proposals in the field of civil, commercial, consumer and criminal law, thus creating the basis for a 
European area of justice, including major proposals in the field of consumer rights, women on boards, a common 
European sales law and the reform of the EU data protection rules. She has received numerous Doctor Honoris 
Causa from around the world as well as being an Officer in the French Legion of Honor and having received the 
Robert Schuman Medal. 



Patrick Riley – CEO, Global Accelerator Network  
Pat Riley is CEO of the Global Accelerator Network (GAN). GAN is a network of over 80 of the top investment 
accelerators on six continents and more than 100 cities around the world. To date, GAN has helped some 2,000 
companies receive over $1.4B USD in funding and create 10,000 jobs globally. The average company who 
participates in a GAN accelerator has raised over $780K. Our member accelerators operate short-term, 
mentorship-driven programs and provide funding, training, mentoring and amazing connections to startup 
companies. The GAN’s primary focus is on supporting those accelerators and their founders. Before GAN, Pat was 
Director of Business Development for Tech Stars. 
 
Alicia Robb – Senior Fellow, Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation 
Alicia Robb is a senior fellow with the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, and is a visiting scholar with the 
University of California in Berkeley and the University of Colorado at Boulder. She is the founder and past 
executive director and board chair of the Foundation for Sustainable Development, an international development 
organization working in Latin America, Africa, and India. (www.fsdinternational.org). Robb received her M.S. and 
PhD in economics from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She previously worked with the Office of 
Economic Research in the Small Business Administration and the Federal Reserve Board of Governors. Ms. Robb is 
a prolific author on the topic of entrepreneurship. In addition to numerous journal articles and book chapters, she 
is the co-author of Race and Entrepreneurial Success and A Rising Tide: Financing Strategies for Women-Owned 
Businesses. Robb serves on the Board of the National Advisory Council for Minority Business Enterprise, the 
Advisory Board for Global Entrepreneurship Week, and is a guest contributor to outlets such as Huffington Post 
and Forbes. 
 
Xavier Rolet – CEO, London Stock Exchange Group 
Appointed to the Board in March 2009 and appointed Chief Executive on 20 May 2009. Prior to this, Xavier was 
CEO of Lehman Brothers in France from July 2007 to January 2009. He became a member of Lehman Brothers’ 
European Operating Committee in 2003, having joined the firm in February 2000 in New York as co-head of Global 
Equity Trading. Xavier started his career on the International Arbitrage desk at Goldman Sachs & Co. in New York in 
January 1984. In 1990, he moved to London as co-head of European Equity Sales and Trading. He joined Credit 
Suisse First Boston in 1994 as global head of European Equities before moving to Dresdner Kleinwort Benson as 
global head of Risk and Trading, and deputy head of Global Equities in 1997. Xavier attended Columbia University 
Graduate School of Business, where he gained an MBA in January 1984. He is also a 2008 graduate of the post-
graduate Institut des Hautes Etudes de Defense Nationale in Paris. He is a member of the Board of Overseers of 
Columbia Business School, an Honorary Fellow of the Chartered Institute for Securities and Investments, FSCI 
(Hon), and a member of the Financial Services Trade and Investment Board. 
 
Marjut Santoni – Deputy Chief Executive, EIF  
Marjut Santoni is Deputy Chief Executive of the EIF since 1 August 2013. Prior to this she was at the European 
Commission, Directorate General Economic and Financial Affairs (1996 - July 2013). Here she held various roles in 
the field of SME and infrastructure financing as well as sovereign lending. She dealt with the strategic design and 
implementation of financial instruments for infrastructure and climate change policies, which also included the 
management of the Euratom loan facility in the nuclear sector. From 2008 until 2010 the balance of payments 
lending to non-Euro countries or macro financial assistance lending to third countries also fell under her 
responsibilities. From 2001 until June 2007, she was advisor to the Commission’s members on the EIF Board of 
Directors. She was previously at the Internal Audit Department of Dresdner Bank in Frankfurt am Main (1992-
1995) and before this she was in the credit department of Dresdner Bank, Cologne and Leipzig (1991-1992) as a 
loan officer. She has a university degree in Economics and Finance from Hagen University and Augsburg University. 
 
  



Duco Sickinghe – Managing Partner, Fortino 
Duco Sickinghe has been Managing Partner of Fortino since 2013. Mr. Sickinghe was previously employed as the 
Chief Executive Officer of Telenet Holding N.V., the Managing Director at Wolters-Kluwer/Kluwer Publishing, and 
was the CEO and co-founder of Software Direct. He also previously worked as the Vice-President of Marketing & 
General Manager for Europe at NeXT Computer and in various roles at Hewlett-Packard.  He is the Chairman of 
Royal KPN NV and Van Eeghen Holding, and an Advisor to CVC Capital. He received Bachelor and Master of Law 
degrees from the University of Utrecht and an MBA from Columbia University. 
 
Dr. Charles Sidman – Past President, Crowdfunding Professional Association 
Charles Sidman retired in 2010 as Professor at the Medical, Business and Honors Colleges of the University of 
Cincinnati. During and after his academic career of research and teaching, he was an active angel investor, and has 
since started and still manages the innovative and internationally active fund ECS Capital Partners, and more 
recently the non-accredited investor collaboration group Crowdfunding Investment Angels. He was a charter 
member of the Angel Capital Association (ACA, via several of its constituent groups and committees), committee 
chair in the National Association of Seed and Venture Funds (NASVF), Board member and executive in the industry 
organizations Crowdfunding Professional Association (CfPA) and Crowdfund Intermediary Regulatory Advocates 
(CfIRA), and continues as an active speaker and advocate nationally and abroad. Ongoing interests include 
innovation, entrepreneurship (training, nurturing and financing), and corporate ethics, responsibility and 
governance.  
 
Robert-Jan Smits – Director General, DG Research and Innovation, European Commission  
Robert-Jan Smits is Director-General of DG Research and Innovation (RTD) at the European Commission. In this 
capacity he is responsible for defining and implementing the EU policy and programs in the field of research and 
innovation (average annual budget 8 billion euro). Mr Smits was one of the main architects and negotiators of 
Horizon 2020, the new 80 billion EU program for science and innovation (2014-2020). He has also been 
instrumental in the development of several other policy initiatives in the field of European science and innovation 
such as: the European Research Council (ERC), the European Roadmap for large scale facilities, Public-Private 
Partnerships in research, the Innovation Union and the European Research Area (ERA). Mr Smits is chairing several 
high-level committees such as European Research Area Committee (ERAC), the Steering Committee of the ERC 
(ERCEA) and joint S&T committees with Europe’s key global partners. He was born in The Netherlands. He has 
degrees from Utrecht University in The Netherlands, Institut Universitaire d’Hautes Etudes Internationales in 
Switzerland and Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy in the United States of America. 
 
Peter Spiegel – Brussels Bureau Chief, The Financial Times  
Peter Spiegel has overseen the FT’s coverage of the European economic crisis and Europe’s role in global affairs. 
Peter has also covered foreign policy and national security issues for the FT, including the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  Peter joined the FT’s Washington bureau in July 2000 as the paper’s Washington business 
correspondent, covering the Justice Department, the Federal Communications Commission, and other federal 
regulatory agencies, with a special focus on corporate crime, leading the FT’s coverage of the Enron scandal. In 
March 2003, he received a British Press Award as business & finance reporter of the year for his coverage of the 
U.S. government’s investigation into the Arthur Andersen accounting scandal. He was also runner-up for the 
London Press Club’s 2003 business journalist of the year for his reporting on corporate crime in the U.S. Peter 
holds a master’s degree in European politics and policy from the London School of Economics and a bachelor’s in 
history from the University of Pennsylvania.  
 
Jim Strang – Managing Director and Head of EMEA, Hamilton Lane 
Jim Strang currently leads Hamilton Lane’s business covering the EMEA region and is head of the London office. 
Hamilton Lane is an independently owned investment manager with ~$220 billion of assets under management 
and advisement in the global Private Equity markets and is currently the largest allocator of Private Equity capital 
in the world.  Jim is a global Investment Committee member for Primary Funds, Secondaries and Co-Investments. 
He dedicates most of his investment related activity to sourcing and executing primary fund investments across 
EMEA.  A Finance Ph.D., Jim entered the Private Equity investment industry some 12 years ago having previously 
worked as a Strategy Consultant for Bain and Company. 



Philippe Vanrie – CEO, European Business & Innovation Centre Network (EBN) 
Philippe Vanrie is the CEO of EBN, the leading pan-European Network bringing together 200+ accredited Business 
& Innovation Centers (EU-BICs), Innovation-based Incubators, Accelerators, Clusters and Entrepreneurship Centers 
across Europe and beyond (USA, Canada, Brazil, Chili, Columbia, Russia, India, China, Taiwan, Tunisia, Egypt, 
Turkey, …), a community gathering thousands of smart innovators and entrepreneurs. An experienced expert in 
innovation, incubation/acceleration, entrepreneurship and economic development, Philippe has a long 
collaboration experience with the European Commission (EC), and other European institutions (EIB, EIT), as well as 
the European Space Agency (ESA), and a series of national & regional Governmental Agencies. He is active in 
various EC Experts Groups, such as the “Smart Specialization Strategy (S3)” Mirror Group (DG REGIO), the “Cross-
Border Investment for high growth SMEs” expert group (DG Grow), the Micro-Enterprises and SME working Group 
of the ENISA “information system security” EC-Agency, and the EIT-KICs’ business creation review panel. On the 
private sector side, he initiated Open Innovation partnerships between small business clusters and large 
Corporations such as Procter & Gamble, Oracle, Hewlett-Packard, Auchan and SAP. He has chaired several Jurys of 
“Innovators & Entrepreneurs Awards” (“Var Terre d’Innovation”, “Innovact Campus Awards”). Engineer by 
education, Philippe started his career at the University of Brussels and then joined the first EU-BIC in Liège. 
Afterwards, he joined the private sector where he had senior Business Development responsibilities within several 
industrial SMEs, before transforming EBN into a high-caliber leading non-governmental innovation network, an 
open platform managing a portfolio of 30+ European collaborative projects. 
 
Maarten Verwey – Deputy Director General, DG Economic and Financial Affairs, European Commission 
Maarten Verwey has been Deputy Director-General for Economic and Financial Affairs in the European 
Commission since September 2011, responsible for finance and international relations. Mr. Verwey started his 
career at the Dutch Ministry of Finance in 1994. In 1999 he moved to Manila where he worked for three years for 
the Asian Development Bank. On his return to the Dutch Ministry of Finance in 2002, he became head of the 
export credit insurance division and two years later he assumed the position of deputy director of the economic 
and financial strategy department. He was nominated Director of Foreign Financial Relations in September 2007. 
Mr. Verwey has been a chairman of the euro task force on coordinated action (2010-2011), he played a key role in 
first establishing the pooled bilateral loan facility for Greece, subsequently the European Financial Stability Facility 
and the European Stability Mechanism. From June 2012 to December 2014 he was the EU mission chief for Cyprus 
financial assistance program. In 2014 he was appointed as co-chairman of the Ecofin Task Force on Investment and 
as EC representative on the EIB board and the EIF board. Currently Mr. Verwey plays a coordinating role in the 
implementation of the Investment plan for Europe. Mr. Verwey has a master’s degree in economics from the 
University of Groningen and a master’s in development finance from the University of London. 
 
Reginald Vossen – General Manager, BAN Vlaanderen 
Reginald Vossen is the General Manager of BAN Vlaanderen, one of the leading Business Angels Networks in 
Belgium and Managing Director of the Ark Angels Activator Fund (co-investment fund). He is also the Vice 
President of Business Angels Europe. He is also President of the jury of “Bizidee,” a Flemish Business Plan 
Competition. Prior to the merger of the Flemish BAN’s, Reginald was Manager of Limburg BAN. He was also Chief 
of Staff Provincial Economic Executive at Provinciebestuur Limburg where he organized new economic projects for 
the region of the Belgian Province of Limburg. Reginald holds a Master from the University of Hasselt. 
 
Rick Watson – Managing Director and Head of Capital Markets, Association for Financial Markets in Europe 
(AFME)  
Rick Watson is the Managing Director and Head of Capital Markets of the Association for Financial Markets in 
Europe (AFME). In this role, Mr. Watson leads staff whose member committees include all the main fixed income 
and equities-related cash products across Europe, AFME’s growth-related initiatives, as well as AFME’s investor 
and corporate relationships. Previously, Mr. Watson was Managing Director, Structured Finance, for FGIC UK 
Limited. Prior to joining FGIC, Rick held positions as head of securitisation origination at HSBC Bank and Bear 
Stearns in London. Before then, he worked at UBS Limited, Morgan Stanley and Freddie Mac. Mr Watson received 
an MBA from the Fuqua School of Business at Duke University. In September 2013 he was appointed to the EIOPA 
Insurance and Reinsurance Stakeholder Group and in January 2006, he co-edited the Euromoney Books’ 
publication “Asset Securitisation and Synthetic Structures: Innovation in the European Credit Markets”. 



Karen Wilson – Senior Fellow, Bruegel 
Karen joined Bruegel as a Visiting Fellow in September 2012 and became a Senior Fellow in November 2013. She 
has worked in the Structural Policy Division of the Science, Technology and Industry Directorate at the OECD since 
2009 and served as a Senior Fellow at the Kauffman Foundation from 2008-2012. Karen is an Associate Fellow at 
the Said Business School at Oxford University and a Visiting Lecturer at the Stockholm School of Economics in Riga. 
Karen is the founder of GV Partners, a research and consulting firm she created in 2004. Her work at Bruegel 
focuses on entrepreneurship, innovation and financing. Karen is a Board Member and Advisor of the European 
Foundation for Entrepreneurship Research (EFER), a member of the European Leadership Council for Harvard 
Business School, a Research and Policy Advisor for the U.K. Prince’s Trust Youth Business International (YBI), and an 
expert on the European Commission Horizon 2020 Access to Risk Finance Advisory Group. She is the author of a 
number of publications on entrepreneurship and finance. Prior to founding GV Partners, Karen worked at Index 
Ventures. Previously, she was part of the senior management team at the World Economic Forum and, before 
that, served as the Executive Director of the Global Initiative at Harvard Business School. She received, with 
honors, a Bachelor’s of Science in Mathematics and Management from Carnegie Mellon University and an MBA 
from Harvard Business School. 
 


